


Pink-washed cottages, half-timbered guildhalls ornate with carvings, enormous medieval
churches and winding streets clustered with pargetted confections of houses: the Suffolk Wool
Towns are the richest of legacies courtesy of enterprising weavers and medieval merchants.
Beautifully restored hamlets and villages line this very gentle and special walk which is so
steeped in history.

TOUR

TOP TIPS

Jettied half-timbered houses jostling around a proud clock tower greet you in Bildeston.
Take a wander around the little streets before you head through wooded glades and
shady lanes to the country garden heaven of Chelsworth. The higgledy-piggledy
rooftops and collection of gabled, thatched and colour-wash cottages give just a taste of
the Tudor treats to come in labyrinthine Lavenham. Here, there are half-timbered streets
twisting wherever you turn, a mind-blowing medieval guildhall or two and a church
which would surely buy any well-meaning merchant his place in heaven. Enjoy the views
over the town as you head across rolling rural landscapes, past ancient farmhouses and
churches through the little villages of Preston and Hitcham as you return to Bildeston.

Why not relax and reward yourself even more?

If you can spare the time, our alternative route, Tour WTW4, is only slightly more
stretching on the legs, but adds even more exquisite history and extra special views.

After enjoying Bildeston, a countryside walk via Ash Street leads to Hadleigh, a fine
wool town famed for its triptych of Tudor gatehouse, guildhall and magnificent
medieval church. Kersey is next up — literally, but in a gentle sort of way. Stand high by
the church for amazing views down the half-timbered lane to the watersplash. Head on
down, and there’s a refreshing inn to stop at on the walk back up. All this will whet your
appetite for Lavenham’s medieval maze of crooked houses and tiny streets. Finally you
return to Bildeston via the green lanes of the Brett Vale and charming Chelsworth.
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TOUR FACTS
Tour WTW3

Day 1 Arrive & relax
Overnight Bildeston

Hadleigh

GRADE
1

Day 2 Glades, gardens & guildhalls Min: 6.5
Bildeston — Chelsworth v— z
Overnight Lavenham &
Day 3 Highlights, hamlets & home Min: 7
Lavenham - Preston - Bildeston V.
Max: 7
Tour WTW4 GRADE
Day 1 Arrive & relax 2
Overnight Bildeston
Day 2 From clock tower to church spire |jin: 6.5
Bildeston — Ash Street Max: 10
Overnight Hadleigh -
Day 3 Medieval masterpieces Min: 10.5
Hadleigh - Kersey Max: 10.5
Overnight Lavenham —
Day 4 The garden path home Min: 7

Lavenham - Chelsworth - Bildeston

To find out more and book Tour WTWS3 or its longer alternative Tour WTW4 - call us on 01449 721555

Max: 7




TOUR FACTS

Arrival Day
Day 1

Overnight

Usually Sunday

Arrive & explore

Thornham - Titchwell or circular
coast & countryside walk (optional)
Thornham

Max: 7.5

Day 2

Overnight

Horatio’s homelands
Thornham - Brancaster or
Brancaster — ‘The Burnhams’

Min: 6.9
Max: 11.3

(Taxi transfer to start Brancaster
included if pre-arranged)
Burnham Market

Day 3

Overnight

Creeks, pines & Palladian
creations
Burnham Market — Burnham

Min: 9.5
Max: 12.3

Overy Staithe — Holkham Bay —
(Holkham Hall)
Wells-next-the-Sea

Day 4

Overnight

Historic harbours & flint
fishing villages
Wells-next-the-Sea — Morston
Blakeney

Min: 7.9
Max: 7.9

Day 5

Overnight

From windmills to wild azaleas
Blakeney — Cley-next-the-Sea —
Sheringham Park (Taxi transfer to

Min: 9.4
Max: 10.6

start Cley-next-the-Sea included if
pre-arranged)
Upper Sheringham

Day 6

Depart after breakfast...
Options provided to stroll into
Sheringham Park or Sheringham
town, but you may prefer to stay a
little longer

Min: 0
Max: 6

Encounter meandering creeks, sandy bays, marshlands teeming with wildlife and pretty fishing
villages full of flint cottages. From little Thornham close to the Wash to the haunting openness
of the Cley Marshes and the seaside resort of Sheringham, the Norfolk Coast Path is bursting
with contrasts, breath-taking vistas and inspiring seascapes. Have your binoculars ready, for this
is both drop-in centre and happening holiday destination for so many amazing birds that even
the most unlikely ornithologist just can’t help twitching.

Whether you choose to coast this route over our suggested six days, or prefer to stay a little
longer, this is a gentle walking experience with plenty of local character and some
mouth-watering seafood treats.
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Nestle into Norfolk by gently exploring the ancient creeks around Thornham from the
coast path, or taking a circular ‘coast and countryside” walk — unless you're itching to
twitch from day one at nearby RSPB Titchwell, of course! From Thornham, head out
through rich farmland to Brancaster, or taxi straight there if preferred. From these very
shores where Lord Nelson learnt to sail, you step inland to ‘The Burnhams’, the villages
where the Trafalgar hero grew up. Burnham Market (aka ‘Chelsea-on-Sea’) is a lovely
find with plenty of charm and good hospitality.

Rejoin the coastal path at Burnham Overy Staithe to walk the Holkham National Nature
Reserve and breathe in space on the wild sandy expanses of Holkham Bay. From
Holkham Gap, it's worth finding energy enough for a detour (2.8 miles) to the
awe-inspiring Palladian style mansion, Holkham Hall, home of the Earl of Leicester. Then
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there's a pine-sheltered route to the sands of Wells-next-the-Sea where beach huts
teeter on stilts. Walk on in to the historic fishing village, or arrive in style by treating your
feet to a ride on the miniature railway.

Taste the salt on your lips along the sea wall path as you walk along the marsh edge to
the creek at Morston. Do take a boat trip out from here, or next stop Blakeney, to view
the seal colony at the National Nature Reserve on Blakeney Point.

Head out from the flint cottages of Blakeney, or taxi it to start walking from Cley-next-
the-Sea with its famed redbrick tower mill. From here, the path hugs the shoreline,
whilst on the landward side, another nature reserve brims with birdlife. In summer, the
timeless country landscapes which fall away towards the sea are littered with poppies.
For the very best views though, muster up the energy to climb the gazebo which towers
high over the tree canopy at Sheringham Park. You won't be disappointed, and it might
fire you for the last steps to Upper Sheringham and make you wish you were staying
a while longer after all...
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Sheringham Park is renowned for its
rhododendrons and camellias, but keep
an eye out towards the coast too for the
steam trails of the Poppyline trains which
chuff between Holt and Sheringham.

To find out more and book Tour NC6 - call us on 01449 721555



If you have any questions about any of our tours, do get in
touch by phone or email. We'll gladly help you plan your
holiday, making sure it meets your requirements. You can
contact us by phone, fax or email to make your booking, post
us the form within our price insert, or book online. We will
confirm back by phone or email, usually within 24 hours (Mon-
Fri), followed by written confirmation and joining instructions.

For more details about the tours featured in this brochure, special
deals and other cycling and walking breaks which we just simply
couldn’t squeeze in this time around, do check out our websites:

d{%é'g‘cyclebreaks.com & walkingbreaks.com
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Bradfield Hall Barn, Alder Carr Farm, PO Box 82, Needham Market, Suffolk IP6 8BW
T: 01449 721555 F: 01449 721707
e: bookings@cyclebreaks.com e: bookings@walkingbreaks.com

01449 721555

or email us at
bookings@cyclebreaks.com

bookings@walkingbreaks.com

“Fantastic holiday and
great value for money -
would highly recommend.”

Mr & Mrs R., Watford
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“Great friendly service from a small
knowledgeable company.”
Mr & Mrs M. & party, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey

“The customised Cycle Breaks itinerary
booklet was invaluable...a really fulfilling
holiday, everything went like clockwork,
lovely country, great cycling routes,
excellent hotels, good support.”

Mr & Mrs C., Fritchley, Derbyshire
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